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CHRISTIAN AND LOVING IT! 

STUDY WITH US 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colossians 3:17 

 

Pray, read, and meditate on this 

verse. Let it minister to your heart 

and use it as a guide 

for daily living.  

 
PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS 
 
By  Andrea Collins, Guest Contributor 

 
Most of us have heard the phrase, been told the phrase, or told some-

one else the phrase: “Put your money where your mouth is.” This literal-

ly means to practice what you preach. 

As Christian women, I am sure I would be preaching to the choir if I told 

you that the blessings we partake in daily (including our jobs,  educa-

tion, health, family, and friends) are poured down on us from heaven by 

God, our Father. For these blessings we give thanks, we give praise, we 

worship and we may even spread the word through a testimony to a co-

worker or a stranger in the grocery store. How easy is it for us to participate in these actions of 

celebration when we receive a promotion or a raise at work? Pretty easy, right? Who is the first 

person you call to say “Dinner is on me?” or do you finally order those new pair of shoes online 

you’ve been waiting for just as soon as the direct deposit hits your bank account at midnight? If 

you haven’t figured out yet that these questions I am asking you have to deal directly with your 

priorities when it comes to your finances, then let me ask you one more question. Do you give to 

God first or do you give to others first when it comes to your finances? Giving back to God first 

should provide that same unspeakable joy you get from your freshly done hair or even from paying 

off a credit card bill. 

So ladies, what number is God on your list of priorities? When we put it in perspective, this is pure-

ly a matter of stewardship (how you take care of your money), and discipleship (what or whom you 

choose to follow). As Christian women, what we do with our money ultimately determines what we 

worship.  

The Gospel of Luke speaks about the concern over determining which master to serve: 

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest 

with very little can also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 

worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?” “No servant can serve two masters. Either he 

will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve both God and money.” (Luke 16:10-11, 13) 

Daily, out of our mouths come praises of thanksgiving, blessings and gratitude for all that God has 

given us. Our mouths may show who our master is, but our actions must equal that. Our money 

given back to God should match that in our tithes, offerings, and service to others.   

I would like to offer a few principles to follow when it comes to putting our money where our mouth 

is: 

Tithe – Tithing tests our faithfulness as Christians. We are blessed as we obediently sacrifice 

10% of our income back to God. Malachi 3:10 shows God’s promise of exceeding and 

abundant blessings when we tithe. God is so confident in his ability to do this for us, that 

he literally asks us to “test” him in this. The miracle is in God’s hand and because you 

give it back to Him He will assuredly multiply. 

Common Question: Do I tithe the gross (before-tax pay) or the net (after-tax pay)?  

Answer: 10% of the gross (ex: $100 per week = $10 in tithes) 

       (continued on page 5) 
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SPOTLIGHT ON DEVIKA PARIKH 

By Loureva Slade 

 

Actress Devika Parikh is a phenomenal woman who has dedicated her life to making an impact for 

the Kingdom of God. Regardless of where your career aspirations lie, her take on the relationship 

between faith and career can definitely be applied to help you reach success (in its truest form). 

While many are willing to compromise their values to gain fame and fortune, Devika has found 

that when she lives a life that is pleasing to God, He blesses her. It’s that simple. For over twenty 

years Devika has had a successful acting career (television, film, commercials, and voiceovers) 

that she attributes to God’s favor, her submission to His will for her life, and her commitment to 

excellence (doing all things “as unto the Lord.”)  

Devika was born and raised in suburban Gaithersburg, Maryland. Even as a child she knew that she was born to entertain. 

Devika always had a very vibrant personality. She won Homecoming Queen and was voted Best Personality and Most School 

Spirited in high school. She attended Syracuse University, where she majored in Broadcast Journalism. Her initial plan was to 

become a journalist and then slide into acting. The problem was that after obtaining her degree and working for a respected 

news organization, she was miserable. She cried every single night because her heart just wasn’t in journalism.  

One weekend when Devika was 22 years old, she went to the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia to spend time communing 

with God. She was frustrated and needed Him to give her direction. She sat on the side of the mountain for hours and told 

God she wasn’t leaving until she was clear about what to do next. She came up with four game plans and listed the pros and 

cons of each. By the time she left the mountain, she had a strategy that felt right. She had an uncle in Los Angeles whom she 

planned to visit during her weeklong birthday vacation in November. She would arrange to meet with as many television net-

works as possible during her visit to L.A. If it was meant for her to become a Hollywood actress, she knew that God would 

open a door for her while on this trip. During the first part of her vacation, she took her resume to various studios, but didn’t 

leave feeling confident they would contact her for follow-up interviews.  

On one of her last days in L.A. she drove by NBC studios and realized that she hadn’t set up any appointments with them. 

With resume in hand, she took a chance and went in. That day, “God put an angel in the lobby.” He was a set decorator 

named Al Harper, and when he saw Devika, he told her he had a few people he wanted her to meet. Harper took her back-

stage and introduced her to people working behind the scenes on NBC shows. He then took her to guest relations, where they 

sent her to human resources to take a typing test and undergo an informal interview. That was further than she had gotten at 

any of the other studios. Four or five days after returning to Maryland, she received a job offer from NBC. She was selected to 

be a part of their Page Program, which was a developmental program for “high potential early career talent.” Devika was ec-

static. This was just the thing she needed to get her foot in the door. She immediately accepted, put in her two-week notice, 

packed up her things, and drove across country to Los Angeles. 

Devika worked as a page seating studio audiences and giving studio tours (amongst other things) for 18 months. Although 

she wasn’t acting in front of the camera yet, it allowed her to spend lots of time on the studio lot, interact with the public, and 

learn how things worked behind the scenes.  

In her spare time, Devika took acting classes. She also performed theatre and improv/sketch comedy. She was determined 

to sharpen her natural talent so that when a television or film opportunity presented itself, she would be ready for it. She 

booked her first paid acting job doing an educational play called “1001 Black Inventions.” This play allowed her to travel and 

fine-tune her acting skills. She eventually linked up with a really good agent who helped her get auditions for television and 

film. 

When Devika was in her mid-twenties, she was often offered roles that required nudity and other things that (because of her 

personal walk as a Christian) she was uncomfortable doing. She understood early on that she had to define who she was go-

ing to be in this business. She had to be firm in what she would and would not do. She was very aware that she was only in 

this business because of God—because He opened doors. Before auditioning for and accepting roles, she would ask herself 

whether Jesus would be proud of her doing the part. She wanted to represent Him well.  



Page 3 

C H R I S T I A N  A N D  L O V I N G  I T !  

 

When Devika was offered her first major movie role in “How to Be a Player,” she was thrilled until her manager told her it 

would require her to be topless in one scene. She respectfully declined the role. When she told her dear friend/roommate, 

Vicky Rice, about her decision not to compromise, Vicky pointed a wooden spoon at her and said, “God is gonna bless you 

with that part.” Devika didn’t see that happening because she had already turned down the role, but Vicky, who was also a 

strong believer, was certain of it. The next day her manager called and said that the director really wanted her for the part 

and she wouldn’t have to do nudity. Vicky was absolutely right! God had worked it out for her! 

 

The issue of nudity came up again not too long after “How to Be a Player.” Although Devika passed on the role, it wasn’t as 

easy a decision as it had been the first time because the stakes (demographics, exposure, and compensation) were a lot 

higher. There was a part of her that thought she might be able to do it if it was tastefully done. But the Holy Spirit clearly 

spoke to her and said, “Let your yes be yes and your no be no.” She felt sick for a week and worried her career was over after 

she turned down the role. Her agent was adamant that she had made the wrong decision. Six or seven months later, howev-

er, the same casting director she auditioned for booked her for a part in a faith-based movie called “Something to Sing 

About.”  God showed Devika that when you take a stand and refuse to compromise, He will make a way for you.  

In the late 90’s Devika had a two-year dry spell where she was unable to book noteworthy roles. It was devastating because 

at the time, Devika defined herself by the roles she booked. She prayed for understanding and God said, “I’m building char-

acter. If I let you continue the same way you’re going, it will be a noose around your neck. You want people to like you and 

think you are a good actor. But acting can’t be an idol to you. I need you to be my daughter before you’re anything else. Other-

wise I can’t use you.” Humbled, Devika took that time to study, pray, draw closer to Him, and continue developing her craft.  

When Devika made it through those two years, she no longer cared what people thought. She got to a point where acting was 

no longer her idol and “God showed up and showed out.” He blessed her with “exceeding abundantly above all she could ask 

or think.” She booked recurring roles on the top-rated shows The West Wing, 24, and Resurrection Boulevard.  Since then 

she has guest starred on shows like: Criminal Minds, Prime Suspect, Everybody Hates Chris and Good Luck Charlie. Her voice 

has been heard in movies like Madagascar and the Jungle Book 2. She has appeared in numerous commercials including: 

McDonald’s, Benjamin Moore Paints, AT&T, Tostitos, Progressive, KFC, and Lunesta. Although she is very grateful for all the 

amazing opportunities that come her way, they no longer define her. She is a child of God above all else. And she is on a mis-

sion to make His name known. 

I asked Devika for a few final words of career advice to CALI readers. Her response applies across the board. Don’t despise 

humble beginnings. Whatever you want to do, “work at it with all your heart. You have to be serious about your craft. If you 

are passionate about it, pursue it 100%. Don’t look at how far the next step is, just take the next step. Be clear and realis tic 

about your goals. Be prayerful. Ask the Lord to show you what He wants you to do and then do it.” And be brave. If God has 

called you to do something, He will equip you to do it well.  

 

Follow Devika on Instagram and Twitter @devikaparikh 

Be sure to stop by her website: http://devikaparikh.com/ 

As a side note when talking about Vicky Rice, Devika said that she is a firm believer in the importance of keeping 

good Godly people around you. “Decide who you want to be and then be around people who will speak encourage-

ment and God’s word. God’s word has power and it is different than inspirational phrases. Surround yourself with 

people who are focused, going somewhere, and are grounded in the Lord.” 
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Love Yourself   By Vicki Childress                          

As a mom of four, one of my biggest challenges has been looking fabulous even when I don’t feel like it. 

From sun up to sun down –and then some- I’m constantly on the go ensuring that everything and every-

one is okay. From school drop offs, doctor appointments, grocery store runs and unexpected boo boos, 

the demands of my role as mommy and helpmeet tend to pull at me from all angles. This leaves me with 

no time in my day for me to take notice of nor care about the way I look and feel.  

Psalm 139:14 says that I am fearfully and wonderfully made and Galatians 5:14b says that we are to love our neighbors as 

ourselves. How can I possibly love someone else if I’m not taking time to love myself? As I contemplated on the thought of 

loving “me” and what exactly that means, I knew it was time to pull myself out of the slump of “self-neglect.” But how? De-

spite the fact that my body shape has changed due to multiple pregnancies, and comfort (leggings and a shirt) has always 

taken precedence over stylish and chic outfits, I was desperate enough to take this petition to God in prayer (Philippians 4:6). 

As my heart desired to feel fabulous while wearing the many hats I do, God was quick to answer! 

A few weeks ago, I stumbled across the Beauty Mommy while browsing through Pinterest. I was intrigued by owner Nada 

Manley’s sense of style and simplicity even as a mom. I thought to myself, if she can do it so can I. Plus she had dedicated 

her time and efforts to helping people just like me.  So I joined her network in hopes of getting inspired and motivated to find 

"me" again. I was pleasantly surprised by the many tips that she offered for not just moms but any and every woman looking 

to refine her look. After emailing back and forth and setting up a Skype consultation, Beauty Mommy helped me find my 

sense of style and feel fabulous again. Even though I’m a mom, my style or self-image does not have to 

be compromised. If you love yourself it should show from the inside out! 

So if you’ve looked in the mirror lately and thought to yourself: “I have got to do better,” I encourage 

you to go follow Beauty Mommy on Pinterest or visit BeautyMommy.com for tips on how to look and 

feel fabulous no matter what your size or the season of life you’re in. Nada will help you find your Style 

Dial and shop on a budget. I encourage you to love yourself the way God has commanded.   

Printed courtesy of Lauren at butfirstJesus.weebly.com. For more cool posts, be sure to follow Lauren on Instagram @walking_by_His_side. 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL STUDY TIPS 

 

With school, I mean who actually likes studying? Let’s be real. These are just some tips to make it slightly less unbearable.  

(P.S. These tips are geared toward middle/high school students.) 

1. Listen to Music: It’s not for everyone but music personally helps me study. I found a playlist on Spotify so I’ll just use  that or 

sometimes I will listen to rain sounds. I know it’s slightly weird but it helps me. 

2. Use Quizlet: I think I started using this app in the 8th grade and it’s been a life saver!! Basically, instead of writing down a 

bunch of flashcards you can just type them! It takes way less time and there are lots of different ways it helps you memorize 

flashcards! 

3. Study in the Quiet: I can’t concentrate unless it’s mostly quiet and that’s why usually I’ll study outside, at Starbucks, wher-

ever it is quiet!! It also helps to change your surroundings instead of studying in your room all the time, going outside or even 

downstairs helps me concentrate. 

Now here are some random little tips I found online to help study! 

 Pick a flavor of gum you don’t normally have. Chew it when you study and then again when you take the test. It will jog 

your memory. 

 You’re more likely to memorize something more effectively when you say it out loud rather than just saying it in your head. 

 (Apparently) studying for 30-50 minutes at a time with 10 minute breaks is the most effective way to retain information! 

 When you’re finished with a paper, copy and paste it into Google Translate and listen to it. It’s the easiest way to find mis-

takes. 
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CALL FOR SALVATION 

Knowing the truth about God and under-

standing why He came to earth is a critical 

aspect of becoming a believer in Christ 

Jesus. John 3:16 tells us that God so loved 

the world that He gave His one and only 

son (Jesus) and whoever believes in Him 

will not perish but have eternal life. God 

loves you so much and desires a relation-

ship with you. He wants you to know the 

truth about who He is and His will for your 

life. Confess your sins, accept His grace 

and mercy, and get into a good bible-based 

church. This will help you enhance and 

maintain your relationship with Christ. 

 

C . A . L . I .  

A P P R O V E D    
(continued from page 1) 

Sow – Sow towards a desired result. Your seed is what God will multiply 

and your faith is why He will multiply it. Little becomes much when 

we place it in the Master’s hand (John 6). You had enough faith to 

tithe first, and because of that God has kept up His end of the prom-

ise and thrown open the floodgates. The blessings are so much that 

you do not have room for it. You can now sow into His kingdom by 

blessing others; God is looking for you to be an active participant in 

this. There are two ways to give, sparingly or bountifully; and wheth-

er you choose one way or the other – we shall reap what we sow. 

Food for thought: Is there someone you know who has a service that is 

giving back to your community? Sow a seed into their business by 

patronizing or even investing in their expansion. Or perhaps you 

want to become an entrepreneur, why not invest in yourself? 

Plan - You’ve given to God, you’ve sown a seed, but what about your own 

future? There are biblical instructions that God has provided us in 

planning financially. Proverbs 21:20 reads “In the house of the wise 

are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he 

has.”  It is not wise for us to work and spend all we have. This leaves 

us with no resources and as the saying goes, desperate times call 

for desperate measures. Failing to plan or save properly puts is in a 

compromising situation, leaving open the possibility of irrational 

behavior and hasty decisions. As much faith as we have in God, 

remember, God wants active participation. 

Financial Plan: If you have $250 extra per month and you are wondering 

what to do with it…  

(This is just an example – the same principle applies to $10, or $50 extra 

per month). 

 Current Principal: $250 

 Annual Savings: $3000 (or $250/month) 

 Time frame: 10 years 

 Annual Interest: 5% 

 Total savings after 10 years: $40,027.59 

This is how compound interest works – your money saved grows at an 

increased rate because of the interest added to it every year.  

Be in the center of your assignment - money is anywhere God sends you. 

Your life has a purpose and an intention; there is something signifi-

cant and powerful that you are supposed to be doing in the world. 

Ask God to reveal your purpose. 

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17 

Andrea Collins is a Portfolio Analyst at City National Rochdale. Connect with her: 

Email: drealcollins@gmail.com 

Twitter: @Drea__Collins 

LinkedIn: Andrea Collins 
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WHAT YOU WON’T DO FOR 

LOVE, by Keleigh Crigler Hadley, 

is a novel about death with 

dignity and the lengths one 

would go to prove his/her love. 

The twists and turns will keep 

you on the edge of your seat. 

Great read for adult CALI Girls. 

WAR ROOM is an evocative 

movie about the power of pray-

er. This film is good for CALI 

Girls of all ages. Be sure to 

check it out! 

mailto:drealcollins@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/Drea__Collins

