
V O L U M E  6 ,  I S S U E  1        J A N — F E B  2 0 1 6  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

One Line……………………………….…..…………..1 

Keleigh Crigler Hadley...………..……..….….....2 

Sharing God’s Love………………………………...3 

Cure for the Monday Blues.....………………….3 

January Contest……...………….……...….……...3 

First Step……………...…...………..…….………….4 

CALI Recommends………………………………….4 

CHRISTIAN AND LOVING IT 

CALL FOR SALVATION 

Knowing the truth about God and under-

standing why He came to earth is a critical 

aspect of becoming a believer in Christ 

Jesus. John 3:16 tells us that God so loved 

the world that He gave His one and only 

son (Jesus) and whoever believes in Him 

will not perish but have eternal life. God 

loves you so much and desires a relation-

ship with you. He wants you to know the 

truth about who He is and His will for your 

life. Confess your sins, accept His grace 

and mercy, and get into a good bible-based 

church. This will help you enhance and 

maintain your relationship with Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All I had was one line. I had two choices—treat it like it didn’t matter or give it everything 

I had. I chose the latter. 

 

I was one of the leads in the drama department at my high school. Everyone knew I 

wanted to be an actress. It may have been because the class was small and there were-

n't many options for lead roles or it may have been because I had potential and my 

teacher actually believed in me, but each year I was in play production I had a lead role 

and quite a few lines to remember. 

 

That wasn’t the case in the acting classes I took on the side. I was shy. I was a little inse-

cure. Everyone seemed so much better than me. There were professional actors in my 

class. (To this day I see quite a few of my former classmates on television and in mov-

ies.) The parts I got there were typically of the write-in nature…one liners. 

 

I’ll never forget the year-end performance for my "acting classes on the side"—it was a 

soulful take on the musical Annie. I was given one line: “Oh my God, it’s Gary Bordy.” I 

was supposed to excitedly run to center stage from off stage right and hug the actor who 

played Gary Bordy. For some reason, when the lights came on and it was time for my 

part, I actually “became” the girl who was excited to see Gary Bordy. I ran top speed 

screaming “Oh my God, it’s Gary Bordy” and I leaped long before I was close to him. I 

threw my arms in the air and he caught me, thank God. I hung on for dear life, smiling, 

and enjoying the moment. The audience roared with laughter. In the moment, I added 

another line, less well received, and then I excitedly walked off stage left. All I had was 

one line, and I made the choice to treat it like the most important line in the whole play. 

My performance was memorable for many, I’m sure. And the whole experience for me 

was priceless with lasting impact. 
 

My one line shaped so much of who I am and what I believe today. I learned that no 

matter how small a role I have, I should always play my part with excellence, as unto the 

Lord. Whether I am running an event, or making calls to tell people about an event, I 

give it everything I’ve got. Whether I’m writing a paragraph for a newsletter or penning a 

short story for publication, I give it everything I’ve got. Whether I am talking to my daugh-

ters about being kind to others or encouraging a large audience, I give it everything I’ve 

got. Whether I am studying for a quiz or studying for a midterm, I give it everything I’ve 

got. I’m not a perfectionist, but I possess a spirit of excellence. When it is all said and 

done, I am always pleased with my results because whether I win or lose, pass or fail, 

meet a goal or fall a little short, I hold my head high because I have done my absolute 

best. 

“Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing 

that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ 

whom you serve.”  (Colossians 3:23-24, NASB) 

ALL I HAD WAS ONE LINE 

By Loureva Slade 
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C H R I S T I A N  A N D  L O V I N G  I T !  

 

 

 

Lou: Hi, Keleigh! Thanks for taking time to “chat” with me. Please tell readers a little about yourself. When did you know you 

were blessed with the gift of storytelling? 

Keleigh: I was a late bloomer. I didn't write my first little story until after college. I had no idea if it was good or not,  but the 

encouragement that I received spurred me to invest in my gift and learn the craft. 

L: How did you decide to write Christian Fiction as opposed to secular fiction/romance, etc.? 

K: I just write what I know. I write what's inside me. So, any story that comes from my imagination will be laced with the Holy 

Spirit.  

L: How many of your books have been published? How has your writing evolved over the years? 

K: I have 4 published novels and I've been published in two best-selling anthologies. I am forever learning the craft of writing. 

I have learned to deepen characters and make settings more descriptive.  

L: I have had the pleasure of reading a few of your works and they are all so beautifully written. Where do you find the inspira-

tion for your stories and characters? 

K: Inspiration is everywhere. Simple conversations with friends are sparks for books. I jot things down and let them marinate. 

Some of them end up as books. 

L: Your books tackle very real issues and your characters are quite authentic. I haven’t read much (if any) profanity or seen  

lewd acts portrayed in any of your works. How do you remain true to life while being extremely classy and honoring God with 

the words you write? 

K: Chile..the desire to "Keep it real" means different things to people. People curse. People have gratuitous sex. That's real. 

BUT, there are also REAL people struggling to remain pure and celibate, and who rarely even say, "Darn!" I make a conscious 

effort to showcase real people without allowing sin to lace my work.  

L: Please tell us about the other works you have published. Where can readers purchase your books? 

K: The Preacher's Kids series, Revenge Inc., What You Won't Do For Love. The Motherhood Diaries and The Dating Game. All 

of my novels and anthologies are available on Amazon and Barnes and Noble.  

L: What do you want readers to take away when they read your books? 

K: A greater appreciation for the Creator.  

L: What is your vision for your writing career? 

K: I would love to write full time. Maybe....one day.... 

L: What advice do you have for CALI readers about setting goals, following their dreams, and living 

for God? 

K: You will have to make an account to God regarding what you did with the gift he gave you. Your 

gift could expand the kingdom to be about HIS BUSINESS! 

INTERVIEW WITH BEST-SELLING AUTHOR, KELEIGH CRIGLER HADLEY 

By Loureva Slade 



 

 

 

“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be 

glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24, ESV) 

It may be a surprise to know that one of my favorite days of the 

week is Monday. While most people grudging look to this day 

with disdain, I embrace it with warmth and hopeful expecta-

tion.  Not only does Monday mark the beginning of my work 

week, it also sets the tone for the days to come.  Approaching 

your day with a positive outlook is the first step to ridding your-

self of the Monday blues.  Having a successful week begins 

with your attitude and preparation. For example think of a sun-

rise. If you are not prepared, the sun can blind. Its blazing light 

will make you want to close the blinds and pull the cover over 

your head.  However, if you are prepared to receive it, you will 

be blessed by how it illuminates the sky and the sight of its 

beauty.  Here are ways to change your perspective of Mondays.  

Please start preparing on Sunday evening.  

 Pray at the end of the day on Sunday. Decide that you are 

going to have a great week.   

 Write down all the things you would like to accomplish 

from devotional/worship, diet/exercise, paying bills/

saving.   

 Prepare meals (lunch) the night before. 

 Get enough sleep (6-8 hours). 

 Once your day comes to an end give yourself a pat on the 

back and thank God for His unconditional love.  

CURE FOR  “THE MONDAY BLUES” 

By Sabrina Pierce 

 

 

We want to hear from you.  Describe yourself in 20 words or less 

through the eyes of love. Please submit your responses to ca-

ligirlnewsletter@yahoo.com or post them on our Instagram or Face-

book pages by February 14, 2016. You could win a $25 gift card to 

H&M and your piece may also be featured on CALI Girl social media 

pages. 

 

 

 

John 13:35 says, “Your love for one another will prove to the 

world that you are my disciples." NLT 

So, sharing God’s love shouldn’t look like this: 

 

It should look more like this: 

 

Let’s get this straight. God doesn’t hate anyone. To think oth-

erwise would warp the very foundation on which Christianity is 

built. God may not like some of our words or actions but He 

still LOVES us all the same. The word LOVE is used 500 times 

in the bible. Jesus showed love to sinners and believers alike. 

Could you even picture Jesus walking the Earth holding a sign 

that says he hates a particular group of people? Imagine Him 

holding a megaphone yelling that He hates sinners. If we 

can’t imagine Jesus spreading the love of God this way, then 

why would we do it? We should be Christ-like in our approach.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 says LOVE is patient, LOVE is kind. It 

does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, 

it keeps no record of wrongs. LOVE does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, al-

ways hopes, always perseveres. 

 

If I asked you to tell me about yourself, would you respond 

with all the things you hate or all the things you love? Would 

you tell me where you go to school? Or would you tell me 

where you don’t go to school? Telling the world what the Lord 

hates is like introducing yourself and telling someone all the 

things you dislike, all the places you don’t go, all the things 

you don’t eat and all the schools you don’t go to. That’s ridicu-

lous! So, let’s not introduce Jesus, our heavenly Father, by 

telling the world what He dislikes.  Instead, let’s share his 

LOVE, His Mercy and His Grace. 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE  

By Eboni Marmolejos 
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I don’t know about you, but I have found myself battling with fear and anxiety as it relates to 

what I believe God has called me to do—fear of the unknown and anxiety of walking through it 

and knowing what to do, when to do it and not missing God in the midst of it. As I was taking 

my morning walk, the Lord reminded me of the story of Moses.  

Moses was brought from the backside of the wilderness and called by God to do something huge. Surely this was out of his 

comfort zone and unlike anything he had done in the past. He was tasked with confronting an authoritative “giant” in Egypt, 

demanding that he release God’s people, then leading millions to a place of God’s choosing. Although it was an extreme task 

to approach Pharaoh with such demands and possibly frustrating at times to carry the load of being responsible for leading so 

many people, the point I believe God wanted me to focus on was the parting of the sea.  

God gave Moses instructions that were imperative for him to follow. He was told precisely when to lower the rod in order for the 

sea to open so that God’s people could journey to their place of safety.  For so many years I have focused on the miracle of the 

rod. The rod was lowered, then the miracle took place. But God showed me this from a different perspective today. He showed 

me that the miracle was not in the lowering of the rod. The miracle took place the moment Moses took the first step in obeying 

God’s instructions. The lowering of the rod and the opening of the sea were the climax or crescendo of what had already taken  

place.  

Many of us are waiting for God to show us the rod in which we are to use so that the sea can open to our dreams and purpos-

es.  But God is saying, just as with Moses, doors will open as the climax of the first and continued steps we take in obedience 

to Him and faith in what we know He will do. In other words, the miracle is not in the open door; the miracle is in you taking the 

first step. The open door is the result of your steps of faith.  

You will be faced with challenges, distractions, fear, anxiety, concern and even doubt.  But take courage, you have not only 

been declared more than a conqueror but you are in good company. If we could see Moses right now, we would probably hear 

him cheering us on and telling us from that heavenly cloud, “If God helped me to succeed, He will do the same for you.” 

 

C.A.L.I. RECOMMENDS 

CALI Girl Eboni describes GIRLS 

WITH SWORDS as a very empow-

ering read for ladies who are 16 

and older. “If anyone has ever 

felt like, ‘What can I do? I’m just 

little old me,’ this book will have 

them feeling like Neo from The 

Matrix. It helped me see myself 

as David, the one who slayed the 

giant, as opposed to David, the 

one who herded sheep.” 

TAKING THE FIRST STEP 

By Jacqueline Y. Webb 


